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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Summary of work in Chinatown for the week ended October 24- 

San Francisco, Cal., October 26, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Following is record of work in Chinatown for week ended October 24 : 

Buildings reinspected 130 

Rooms 1 , 030 

Persons inspected 1, 206 

Sick 34 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 17 

Dead examined 8 

Necropsies 8 

Provisional diagnosis of pest 3 

Rats examined bacteriologically 11 

Places limed and disinfected 750 

Times streets swept 3 

Sewers flushed 17 

Notices to abate plumbing nuisances 30 

Plumbing nuisances abated 9 

Undergoing abatement 19 

Total number of plumbing inspections 89 

Blue. 

Plague death at San Francisco bacteriologically confirmed. 

San Francisco, Cal. , October 22, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 
Diagnosis bacteriologically confirmed in case 103. 

Blue. 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo and San Antonio. 

EL PASO. 

El Paso, Tex., October 22, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Indications are the local authorities will impose no restrictions on 
passenger traffic coming here from San Antonio, Tex. , on ground this 
uninfectable territory. The local board of health meets to-morrow to 
discuss question; otherwise nothing new here. 

LUMSDEN. 

El Paso, Tex., October 23, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

At meeting this afternoon of local board of health and prominent 
citizens, resolutions adopted to invite people from San Antonio, Tex. , 
to come here without restrictions. I consider this safe for El Paso, 
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but there is some danger of refugees coming here and going to infect- 
able territory before incubation period is completed. Will suggest 
this unofficially to the local board of health. Local board of health 
accepts mosquito as sole agent, and members are much pleased to learn 
decision of Pasteur Institute Commission. 

LuMSDEN. 

Washington, October 24, 1903. 
Lumsden, El Paso, Tex. : 

Telegram received. Have anj r measures been set on foot by local 
board for screening febrile cases ? 

Wyman. 

El Paso, Tex., October 25, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Vilas, president local board, informs me suspicious febrile cases 
occuring here will be thoroughly isolated and screened. No extraor- 
dinary precautions, as State is maintaining quarantine of San 
Antonio. Little travel from there here is anticipated, notwithstand- 
ing invitation referred to in my telegram of October 23. 

Lumsden. 

HOUSTON AND BEAUMONT. 

Houston, Tex., October 22, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Houston and Harris counties quarantined against San Antonio. 
Passenger traffic from that point suspended. 

Ebersole. 

Washington, October 2 J,, 1903. 
Ebersole, Rice Hotel, Houston, Tex. : 

Desired no tickets be sold for Louisiana without assurance that 
passengers from western Texas have not been within last five da} r s in 
any place infected with yellow fever. Believe this can be arranged 
through railroad and ticket agents. Wire feasibility. Same will be 
done at Beaumont. 

Wyman. 

New Orleans, La., October 23, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Will you not station officer at Houston and Beaumont to cooperate 
with Louisiana State Board of Health in seeing that passengers from 
western Texas swear that they have not been within the last five days 
in any place infected with yellow fever ? * * * Can furnish two 
men if desired. 

Edmond Souchon. 

Washington, October 24, 1903. 
Dr. Edmond Souchon, 

New Orleans, La. : 
Send name of physician and address for nomination for dut} r at 
Beaumont. Ebersole will do at Houston. I shall instruct that thev 
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operate at ticket offices or through ticket agents and demand satisfac- 
tory evidence of absence from yellow-fever district for five days and 
require affidavit. Richardson, San Antonio, wires to-day no tickets 
being sold to Texas or Louisiana points; trains pass through without 
stopping. Governor himself has quarantined entire State against San 
Antonio. 

Wyman. 

Washington, October 26, 1903. 
Dr. J. G. Henderson, 

1100 Elysian Fields, Nevj Orleans, La. : 
Appointment as temporary acting assistant surgeon recommended. 
Proceed at once Beaumont; arrange with railroad and ticket agents so 
that no tickets be sold to points in Louisiana without their first being 
assured that passengers from western Texas have not been in the 
yellow-fever-infected places within five days. Wire departure and 
arrival, giving address in Beaumont. 

Wyman. 

Washington, October 26, 1903. 
Ebersole, Bice Hotel, Houston, Tex. : 

Cooperate with city and county health authorities, but any expendi- 
tures must be previously authorized. 

Wyman. 

New Orleans, La., October 27, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 
Leave to-night; agents Beaumont ordered to comply your telegram. 

Henderson. 

Beaumont, Tex., October 28, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 
Arrived to-day. Address 910 Crockett street. 

Henderson. 

LAREDO AND MINERA. 

Washington, October 22, 1903. 
Guiteras, Laredo, Tex.: 

For your encouragement I send extract from letter from Geddings 
from Paris received to-day: " Doctor Roux tells me Pasteur Institute 
Commission has absolutely settled upon the mosquito as the sole agent 
in the dissemination of yellow fever." 

Wyman. 

Laredo, Tex., October 22, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

New cases, 6; old cases discovered, 6; total to-day, 12; deaths, 1; 
houses disinfected, 31, with 141 rooms; 195 containers and 5 excava- 
tions oiled; 40 premises sprinkled; 123 premises inspected, covering 
25 city blocks; 24 barrels crude oil sprinkled on vacant lots and inter- 
vening streets, covering 38 city blocks; 23 faucets applied; maximum 
temperature, 85°; minimum, 55°; 1 new case and 1 death reported 
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from Minera; no report from New Laredo; Arguellas, governor of 
Tamaulipas, is now in New Laredo, directing efforts to stamp out 
epidemic; he called at this office; the visit was returned; your tele- 
gram stating that the Pasteur Institute has accepted the mosquito as 
the sole means of transmitting yellow fever received; it will have a 
good effect. 

Guiteeas. 

Laredo, Tex., October 23, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Seven new cases to-day, 5 old cases discovered, making a total of 
12 cases reported; 3 deaths; 32 houses disinfected, with 126 rooms; 
99 containers and 5 excavations oiled; 105 premises inspected; 43 
sprinkled; 15 faucets put in water barrels; 30 barrels of crude oil 
sprinkled on premises, vacant lots, and intervening streets, covering 6 1 
city blocks. Maximum temperature, 81°; minimum, 59°. Minera 
reports 2 new cases; no deaths. The one case at Connel died; no new 
cases. New Laredo reports 3 new cases and 2 deaths. 

Guiteras. 

Laredo, Tex., October #4, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

New cases 7, old cases 6, total reported to-day 13, deaths 1; 30 houses 
disinfected with 101 rooms; 180 containers and 3 excavations oiled; 100 
premises inspected and 60 sprinkled; 23 faucets put in water barrels; 
20 barrels of crude oil sprinkled on vacant lots and intervening streets 
covering 62 city blocks. Maximum temperature 76°, minimum 45°. 
No new cases at Minera nor Connel; New Laredo reports 2 cases and 
1 death. Murray arrived. 

Guiteras. 

Laredo, Tex., October 25, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

New cases to-day 8, old cases 4, total reported to-day 12; 13 houses 
disinfected with 42 rooms; 95 containers and 3 excavations oiled; 62 
premises inspected and 36 sprinkled; 29 barrels of crude oil sprinkled 
on vacant lots and intervening streets covering 34 city blocks; 16 
faucets put in water barrels. Maximum temperature 78°, minimum 
38°. New Laredo reports one new case and two deaths. No report 
from Minera or Connel. 

Guiteras. 

Laredo, Tex., October 26, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Sunday and morning inspecting and visiting sick people. Garrett 
and McGregor progressing fairly well. Propose going to San Antonio 
Wednesday. 

Murray. 

Laredo, Tex., October 26, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

New cases 2, old cases discovered 6, making a total of 8 reported 
to-day. No deaths. Twenty-eight houses disinfected with 106 rooms. 
One hundred and eighteen containers and 9 excavations oiled. Fifty- 
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one premises inspected and 97 sprinkled; 18 faucets put in water bar- 
rels. The oiling of the entire city was completed to-day. During 
the progress of this work 3,425 water barrels were oiled. The work 
will be continued with the object of covering the city a second time. 
The disinfecting of empty houses and public buildings will now be 
undertaken. Maximum temperature 80, minimum 48. New Laredo 
reports 2 new cases and no deaths. No new cases at Minera and Con- 
nel. The situation is very gratifying. 

GtTITERAS. 

Laredo, Tex., October 27, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

New cases 8, old cases discovered 15, making a total of 23 reported. 
Twelve houses disinfected, with 245 rooms. This includes the 
Hotel Hamilton. Two hundred and eighty-four containers, 56 exca- 
vations, and 94 premises oiled. One hundred and ninety-two prem- 
ises inspected, 23 faucets put in barrels. Sixty-one barrels crude 
oil sprinkled on vacant lots and intervening streets, covering 70 city 
blocks. Maximum temperature 77, minimum, 47. No cases at Minera 
or Connel. Over six days have elapsed since the thorough disinfec 
tion of Minera by Goodman without new cases. The epidemic evi- 
dently stamped out. New Laredo reports 4 new cases and no deaths. 

GlXITERAS. 

Laredo, Tex., October 28, 1903. 
Wyman, W ington: 

New cases 6, old cases discovered 9, total reported to-day 15; 
deaths 5. Twenty-seven houses disinfected with 87 rooms. One hun- 
dred and twenty-seven containers and 51 excavations oiled. Sixty- 
seven premises sprinkled, 31 inspected. Fourteen faucets put in water 
barrels. Thirty-one barrels of crude oil sprinkled on vacant lots and 
intervening streets. Maximum temperature 81, minimum 57. Heavy 
rain last night covering large areas with water. Quarantine between 
the two Laredos raised to-day for immunes. No report from New 
Laredo or Minera. Connel continues free from the disease. 

Guiteras. 

Disinfecting methods used in fighting yellow fever at Laredo. 

Laredo, Tex. , October 23, 1903. 

Sir: As directed in Bureau letter of October 17, I have the honor 
to make the following brief report upon the character and application 
of the disinfecting material, etc. , used in screening houses in the sup- 
pression of the present epidemic of yellow fever: 

The term "disinfecting material" includes evenijiing utilized in 
the prevention of the spread of yellow fever, based upon a complete 
acceptance of the fact that the mosquito is the only means of trans- 
mitting the disease. It therefore includes disinfecting material, as 
usually understood, such as sulphur, pyrethrum, etc., and also lum- 
ber for screening purposes, mosquito and wire netting, oil, wooden 
faucets, etc. 

The methods instituted are as follows: There are three screening 
and five disinfecting crews. When a suspicious or positive case of 



